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Synopsis

This series is considered to be the standard reference among collectors of teddy bears and Steiff
collectibles. Each book contains hundreds of full-color examples, loads of information, complete
descriptions, and collector values. Over 500 photos are included in this first series with hundreds of
bears and animals from 1903-1980. 2000 values. REVIEW: This book continues to be a proven
seller and is reprinted with updated values. It provides an excellent overview of postcard collecting,
with the work of many different artists shown, some publishers, and other categories. Categories

include Christmas, Indians, World War |, Advertising, Harrison Fisher, Novelty, Blacks, and Political.
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Customer Reviews

i bought the book to find out the value of a 1980’s limited edition polo ralph lauren bear and, though
the book is lovely, it must have been published in 1980, thus the "contemporary bears" were all 30

years old and of no use in my research

If you are looking for an encyclopedic reference to the Steiff line of animals and bears, this is not for
you, so that's why 3 stars. The title is a little misleading. As others have noted, it's more of a photo
book of other peoples collection pieces, with a little general info front matter thrown in. It's

particularly weak on identification of pre-1940 animals.



| had an old copy of the Steiff Sortiment and this sounded much like it. It wasn’t even close.Very few
pictures of the different animals. No real price guides. Pretty much a waste of time.If you can afford

it, find a copy of the Steiff Sortiment.

Just what | wanted.

This is a nicely organized book chock-full of great pictures. It begins with a brief history of the teddy
bear, conservation tips, and guidelines on what to look for when investing in a bear. It moves on to
discuss Steiff dolls and animals with guidelines for evaluating Steiff dolls/animals for purchase or
sale. The book covers miniature bears, Teddy Bears before 1940, Teddy Bears from 1940-1980,
contemporary Teddy Bears (as of 1984), artist bears, Teddy Bear related items, Steiff Dolls, Steiff
Animals before 1940, and Steiff Animals from 1940-1984.Hundreds of items are photographed and
described in detail with notations on what adds value and/or is rare. Even though the first edition
came out eighteen years ago, it still remains a classic reference/guide and it is updated every few

years.
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